
What an amazing half term we have had with Residentials 
for Years 3, 5 and 6 as well as a range of visits out and visi-
tors in, and I am hugely proud of our children and the praise 
they have received. Every time they have been out to an 
event ,or  we  have  had  visitors such as the bikeability 
team, I  have had lovely feedback about how well behaved 
the children are and what fantastic learning behaviour they 
have.  
The children in the TCA play delivered a professional perfor-
mance because they learnt their lines and remembered 
what they should be doing and when. Congratulations to all 
children and staff involved. 
The Year 5 and 6 children had a fabulous time trying new 
things at Graffham and Kingswood, and again were com-
mended. Thank you to all the fabulous staff who made the 
day visit and residentials possible.  
And finally to all the children who worked hard learning 
about their country and making food to represent the coun-
try at the International Food Festival today. So well done all 
for a fantastic Spring  Term so far. 
 

International Food Day and Festival 

 The festival was a huge success with 85 
parents attending during the school day 
and many more families coming after 
school. Again the children were praised 
for their lovely manners and great learn-
ing behaviour. Each class learnt about a 
specific country during the week and then 

cooked their traditional food 
today. There was so much on 
offer for the families and some 
left saying they didn't need tea as 
they had had so many different 
nibbles from around the world.  

Thanks again to all the staff 
who made this happen, and the 
parents who supported us. A 
special thanks must go to Aris-
ti's Mum and Mrs Garwell's 
Mum for the food they helped 
us prepare.  

BINGO NIGHT COMING UP 

Wednesday 25th March …. Keep an eye out for the posters! 
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Volunteering in School 

We   run   the  Time Credits 
programme in school which 
is becoming increasingly 
popular. For people who 
volunteer regularly we can 
also provide a reference if you are applying for jobs at the 
same time.  
 

Time Credits is a project where you volunteer for an hour to 
earn a credit note and you can then spend these locally, at 
various attractions across the country  and on certain events 
in school.  
 

Mrs White is thrilled we have so many volunteers reading 
with children, but we always need more. Mrs Johnson also 
organises other earn sessions on a Tuesday afternoon and 
Mr Warren has times when he has outside jobs such as 
painting fences. Please ask at the office if you would like 
more information and they will make an appointment with 
Mrs Johnson for you. 
We also accept Time Credits for all After School Clubs organ-
ised by Orchards. External clubs are Street Dance, Beavers, 
the 5.00pm Gymnastics Club and Football. 
 

Christian Theme for this Half Term 

Our current Christian Theme is Justice and we will be think-

ing about doing the right thing and  behaving in a just way. 

As we move towards Easter we are watching the film ‘The 
Miracle Maker’ which is about Jesus’ life and how he taught 
people to think about their actions.  

Minor Ailments Service 

A parent has shared this information 
with us and I understand that the 
Boots Pharmacy opposite Barclays 
Bank on the Old Market, just off  the  
North Brink, runs this service. I 
thought you would like to know this 
information. 
 

The Minor Ailment Service (MAS) allows eligible individuals 
to register with and use a community pharmacy as the first 
port of call for the treatment of common illnesses on the 
NHS. A patient registers with the community pharmacy of 
their choice in order to use MAS. Once registered they can 
present at any point with symptoms and the pharmacist, 
having ascertained whether the patient is still eligible to use 
the service, will treat, advise or refer them to another health 
care practitioner where appropriate. 
 

The following persons are currently eligible to register for 
the service: 

 persons who are under 16 years of age or under 19 years 
of age and in full-time education; 

 persons who are aged 60 years or over; 

 persons who have a valid maternity exemption certifi-
cate, medical exemption certificate, or war pension ex-
emption certificate; 

 persons who get Income Support, Income-based 
Jobseeker’s Allowance, Income-related Employment and 
Support Allowance, or Pension Credit Guarantee Credit; 
and 

 persons who are named on, or are entitled to, an NHS 
tax credit exemption certificate or a valid HC2 certificate. 
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Attendance 

We are pleased to announce that we have secured 
a DINOSAUR visit to the Natural History  Museum  
this  year for all of the children who have 100% 
attendance, or if this is less than 60 children , then 
we will take the 60 best  attenders. We are current-
ly looking into a closer trip for children in Nursery and Reception. 
Both of these trips are the children's reward for coming to school 
every day, so will be at no cost to parents. 

For those families who are having attendance issues please do 
make an appointment with Mrs Carlile or me to talk through any 
ways we can support you. This may include  asking the school 
nurse for support or something else.  

The Government expectation is that children come to school for  a 
minimum of  95% of the time, and if attendance falls below 85% 
the EWO will become involved.  If you have any questions about 
attendance please make an appointment to see me.  

We have a medical  procedure  which  means  that  we  can give 
children prescribed medicines if you complete a medicines form, 
enabling us to give medicines such as prescribed Calpol if your 
child had a high temperature and has responded to Calpol in the 
morning.  

Swearing 

We  have had a number of complaints from parents and local 
residents  about swearing and aggressive language outside the 
school gate and on the playground just before or after school. Can 
I remind all parents that we are the role models for our children, 
and it is important that we are speaking in the way we would like 
children to speak.  

We welcome all members of the community into school, and wish 
to do so. We therefore ask you to respect our policy. Thank you. 

Year 5 Residential Visit 

On  Wednesday  11th February 
Year 5 children set off on their 
residential to Grafham.  On arrival 
the children were so excited and 
were soon ready for action!  After 
a quick tour round, and carrying 
their own bags in,  they were keen 
to start.  Activities included mountain biking,  canoeing, bush 

craft, archery and crate stacking.  
The children learned how to make 
their own beds and keep their 
rooms tidy (so there’s no excuse at 
home now!), build on their team-
work and cooperate with others. 
Tired after activities, sleeping was 
relatively easy for most children.  
Overall, the children had a great 

time with plenty to do, lots of fresh air,  and not a computer 
screen in sight! 
 

Aristi commented, “I loved canoe-
ing across the water and going on 
the fossil hunt.  We were all al-
lowed to take one fossil home – I 
loved mine because it was star 
shaped.” and Louis added, “The 
Archery was brilliant and I got a 
bullseye, but only once.  We went 
on an eight mile bike ride – I was so tired when we’d finished.” 

Red Nose Red Day on Friday 
13th March :-)  
Wear red and join in the fun… 
please bring a donation of £1. 

 

Science Week 
Science week will take place  16th-20th 
March centring around the theme of ‘Out 
of this world…’ During this time children 
will be investigating Space and the uni-
verse. The science fair will be on Friday 
20th from 2-4pm when you will also be 
invited to join your child in class. Children have also heard all about 
the  family competition in assembly this week. We hope lots of 
families will join in the fun. 

Steve Barclay MP Visits School 

I was very proud of our School 
Council who were polite and 
thought of great questions to 
ask our MP. They were very 
interested in what he had to say 
about his job and the way he 
helps others. 

Mr Barclay also looked at the 
new build, and I told him all 
about the plans for moving into 
the new classrooms in July. He 
was impressed with the pro-
gress Keir are making with the 
extension. 

Class Assembly Dates 

Diary Dates 
School Disco: Thursday 19th March 
Science Fair: Friday 20th March 
Bingo Night: Wednesday 25th March 
Easter : 30th March—10th April 2015 inclusive 
Staff Training Day: Monday 13th April 
Bank Holiday: Monday 4th May 
Summer Half term: 25th-29th May inclusive 
Staff Training Day: Friday 19th June 
Summer holiday begins 23rd July 2015 
 

Please note all diary dates can be found on the school web-
site in the bottom right hand corner of the home page. 
 

Timing of the School Day 
I am pleased to report that a majority of 67 parents voted to 
bring registration forwards to 8.35am, whilst 33 parents 
wanted registration to stay at 8.45am. This means this pro-
posal now needs to go to a Full Governors meeting. I will 
keep you informed. 
 

Facebook  
Regular news updates 
are available on the 
school Facebook Page; 
just like the page and 
you will get the  up-
dates into your news-
feed. See the page for 

Easter Activity Updates. 
 

Look out for the March 
edition of the newsletter 

Maple 

Laburnum 

Pine 

Almond 

1st July 

10th June 

15th April 

22nd April 

Holly 

Cedar 

Elm 

 

17th June 

29th April 

13th May 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.brainwaves.net%2Fproduct%2FBM1&ei=4JAAVZqKMPPX7AamqIHQDA&bvm=bv.87611401,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNH8tXhJ_zOKkr4t1lkm9QuOY509rA&ust=142618681

